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November 19, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Today the New Jersey Department of Health changed our region from Yellow (Moderate Risk) designation to Orange 
(High Risk).  As per my earlier communication, this change in designation could result in altering our PHASE II schedule. 
This new designation allows for schools to remain open as long as they follow the COVID 19 exclusion criteria for the 
Orange Category. The Orange designation expands the determinants for identifying someone as being presumptive 
positive. Thus, this increases the volume of potential presumptive positives and the requisite close contacts that we will 
have to identify.  
 
The Administrative Team met this afternoon and discussed our options relative to the new requirements of the Orange 
designation. Our decision was based on the expressed consensus of our community of the importance of doing everything 
in our power to maintain as much in-person instruction as possible within the health and safety guidelines as established 
by the NJDOH. Our decision was based and guided by this principle.  Accordingly, our plan will be as follows: 
 
High School – Return to Early Dismissal Hybrid Schedule Monday November 30th  
 
The High School will be returning to the Hybrid Schedule. The reasoning behind this decision is that the amount of 
mobility that occurs in a High School schedule does not allow for the District to adequately implement the requirements 
of the Orange designation while in a single cohort. The hybrid two-cohort model allows us to do such by allowing us to 
have fewer students in the building at any one time. Accordingly, we will be able to minimize the number of students who 
would be required to quarantine should there be a presumptive positive.  
 
Middle School – Return to Hybrid Schedule on an Early Dismissal Schedule 
The Middle School will be returning to the Hybrid Schedule.  The rationale for such is the same as the High School. 
Additionally, it has been determined that an early dismissal Hybrid Schedule will be more effective.  
 
PRE K – Grades K thru 4 – Will remain on the Phase II Schedule 
The rationale for this decision is based on the fact that with students being with the same group most of the day and thus 
their cohort groups being smaller, it will be easier to manage identifying presumptive positives and the requisite contact 
tracing. Thus, this will allow us to maintain the current amount of in-person learning time for our students.  
 
More school specific information will be coming out shortly. Please be reminded that this situation could change on short 
notice based on changing conditions and advisories from the NJDOE and the NJDOH. 
 
I will be discussing more details regarding our plan at this evening’s Board of Education Meeting, which begins at 6:30 
pm. If you care to view the meeting and offer questions or comments you may do so by using the virtual link that can be 
found on our web page www.pittsgrove.net  
 
Sincerely,  
Thomas A. Coleman Jr. 
Interim Superintendent  


